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With huDdreds olai.show peribrnrers tdking ro the skres elch ser
son, its somervhdt surprising thdt only d handful fl.v the $'ell kno$,n
\\brld \Vrr II taincr known as the S^\l/T 6'lcx!D. Though most
ol us nev€rget tircd ofseeing high perl;rhance loops, rolls, rnd
tail-slides nr Ertras, Pins and oth€r ext.ctuc acrobatic dirfiali, thcre
is somctbiDg even nnrc spccial\!hen seeing n,nrcofthese sane
.raneuyers tlo$n in . trvo-and-a-half ton i940s,vintage trainer
'lhough 

not rs sleek or hdn raising N dre MX 2, most avr.tron en
thusiasts caD appre.iate $hat dre TexaD reprcsents.

K$ in l(uso is one olthose perfonneA llying aerobati.s in the
renemble Texdn. \{hcn you see Kevin! denn), aDd jfyou unde.nrnd
d litde about dre Te\dnl! cngineerjng and Nh.t it \vas originallyde
signcd to do, you \Lillrppfuciak the pertbrndnct rvcn nrore.

Eeginnings
Born in iuoDtreal, C.ndda, Kevin Ru$o drcdnred olbeirg a pilol

as carl) as xge tlio- l w.s JNa)'s playiDg \vi1h tolplaDes \{h 1rids
)oungl' rccllls Kevin. Nlv non aDd d.d told de srorics about bo\v I
used to.un around tbe house wi th nI  anDs st retched our  l ikenings
Drdkj .g r i rp lanc Doises. I rs  funnlbur ,  t  cant  te l lyo!  Nh thad for

diNre.ldst Saturdal', but I c.n dcscribc in deldilnl) firsr Uight on I
DC 9.t thrce )ea6 old durnlga t.ip ro visit mvgrindprrcnls:

Thee\pericnce ofth.t d.y \rds etchcd in KeviDi tuinJ ioreyef
and pronpted hin to begin tlying at an early.ge. Soldnrgit ase 16,
Kevin recrivcd his pilot license on his lTth birthd.v He conti red
to pre$ on and obtained his co mcrcialj irNtrutuenr, tuulri-enginej
.Dd i rsbu. tor  rat ings a l lby the rge o i  19.  KeviD Joined rhc Uni ted
States Air Forcr Rcserves iD I 984, whe.c he would t\' the C I,t I B
and C l7 over thc next 24 yer6. He s.nrd as both .n instudor and
cvalu.torpilot, as \rcllis Squdd.on Sdfcb olicerud Chiet Pibt for
the 7l2nd Airlift Squldron.t Mccui,e Air Force Bdse in NcN Je6ql
During his servicc, KeviD fle\! severalhuDdred nrissions i. I)csert
Storjn, Desen Shield,.Dd Op€rdtnh lraqiFreedom, rnd reached the
rankofLi€trlenant Colonelbefore hh retirenrent ir 2008. Thrcugh-
out hisjourne), Kcvin has logged oler 19,000 hou6 flr'ing n1ilital,,
airline, drd corporrtc aircrift IIe curenrll holds conrDercidl, glidcr,
hclicopter, and ATP ratinSs

Whi lewi lh ThcUSAFRiD 1988,  Krv in bcgan to f ly  the C r4 l
lo ai6ho\vs lor sratic displal I greN up an ansho\v loverdnd Nas
hatp)' to do .n) shoN I had. chrrce to ds parr ofDr) sen ice in
the Resenesl'st.tes Kevin. l met sone gr.dr people during lhis
time and it gave 'ne the opportuniry to inter.ct rrlh spect.tors in
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